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2. The two High Contracting Parties recognise the
independence and territorial integrity of the Empire of China
and the principle of equal opportunity for affairs concerning
the commerce and industry of all the nations in that Empire,
and engage themselves to sustain and defend the maintenance
of the status quo and the respect for that principle by all the
peaceful means within their power.

This may seem a rather colourless sort of document.
The Japan Times in a leading article on the subject* said:
" The new Convention consists only of two articles, the first
binding the High Contracting Parties to mutually respect
each other's territorial possessions and also the rights of a
specified nature arising from treaties and agreements they have
concluded with China, as well as those accruing from the
Portsmouth Treaty and others entered into between the two
Powers, and the second providing for the maintenance of the
status quo and the principle of * equal opportunity' in China,
So that at a glance nothing could be more devoid of striking
features than the new document, and, when the improved
tendency to reconcile and renew friendship that has latterly
marked the relationship of the late belligerents is observed,
its publication at this moment would look all but superfluous.
But it is precisely in the respect just referred to that the
great usefulness of the Convention asserts itself. By our
own contention, fully recognised and supported by the world
at large, we had just cause in going into war with Russia;
but that is over now; the Portsmouth Treaty has buried the
past for the late combatants. It behoved the two nations to
make friends henceforth; but unfortunately the vagaries of
human nature would not have it so. With the return of
peace there arose suspicions on both sides, Russians believing
that Japanese were preparing to strike for a harder blow and
Japanese fearing that Russians were determined for a war of
revenge. These suspicions were not shared by those shaping
the destinies of the two countries ; on the contrary they were
bent on discouraging those ideas. But, without some definite
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